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Driving disconnect: Data shows motorists' cell-phone use dangerous

Tribune Editorial

Article Last Updated: 05/29/2007 08:14:44 PM MDT

A lot of peoplewho would neverdrink alcoholandthendrive are, neverthelessweaving
throughtraffic, driving too slowly andfailing to reactquickly to what happenson the ro:
muchthe sameas drunkendrivers.

University of Utah researctconfirmsit, andwe'veall witnessedor experiencedt ours
Still, onlh/ Salt Lake Countyand Salt Lake City havedoneanythingaboutit. They havew
bannedtheir employeedrom using cell phonesin their work vehicles.The Legislaturest
follow suit. It shouldbancell-phoneusefor all of us while we'rebehindthe wheel.

"For" us becauseapparentlyjt will takean actof the Legislatureto convincesomeof |
eliminatethat one, very dangerousgistraction.But doing so could preventan accident.lt
evensavea life.

Statisticson how many accidentsare causedby cell-phoneuseare unreliable.Investig
officers arereluctantto list it asa causewithout conclusiveevidence which is often elusr
Police officials say cell-phoneuseis underreportedis a causeof accidentsput they don't
by how much.

Put simply, few victims arefound still clutchingtheir phones And thosewho cantalk
don‘twantto admitthey were chattingwhile driving.

MurkP/ statisticsaside,the Utah Departmenbf Public Safetyreportsthat crashegleter:
positively to be cell-phonerelatedincreasedrom 135in 2003to 218 in 2005. Justin the
Advertisement few months,four peoplehavedied in suchprevent

accidents.

Would a statewidebanwork to preventaccident:
Without reliable statistics,it's hardto sayfor sure.Bl
Lake County Risk ManagerJeff Rowley sayshe bell
the county ban hasat leasthelpedcut the countyen
accidentrate from 130in 2005to 118 in 2006 and:
sofar this year.

Researcherat the U. saycell-phoneusersexhibit
different deficienciesin their driving skills thando «
driversbut that both are dangerousOther studiesst
cell-phoneuseis the mostcommondriving distracti
no morerisky than suchthin[();s asputting on maket
readingor searchingor a CD.

However,cell-phoneuseby drivers,including

text-messagingis increasingAnd so arethe accidentsand deaths.That shouldbe enoug
legislatorsto act. We urgethemto do so, for all of our sakes.
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RECENT COMMENTS:

5/30/2007 1:57:00 PM -- I'm with Montedevina - I commute on two wheels Was this article
most of the time. People in their cars on cell phones are getting out of hand... J 3/
[MORE] S
5/30/2007 1:36:00 PM -- As a motorcyclist I drive very defensively, constantly -+ 7
looking at the cars, and drivers around me. It never ceases to amaze me... org 9 vores

5/30/2007 12:56:00 PM -- How many more deaths will it take before our state legislators do the
right thing for the health and safety of all Utahns and ban... more
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